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NOMINATION OF SAMUEL WILDER KING, OF HAWATI, 
TO BE GOVERNOR OF THE TERRITORY OF HAWAII 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1953 


Unirep S1 SENATI 
COMMITTEE ON INTER! wND [NsuLar AFFAIRS, 
W ; we 
The committee met at 2 p. m., pul lant to iv ‘ Room id, 9en 
ate Office Building, Senator Hugh Butler (chain 1) presiding. 
Present : Senators Hugh Butler pres ding Uy Cordon, ‘Thomas 
H. Kuchel, Frank A. Barrett, Clinton P. Anders Russell B. Long. 
Karl C. Clements, Henry M. Jackson, and Price Daniel. 
President also: Kirkley S. Coulter, chief clerk; a N. D. McSherry, 


assistant chief clerk. 
The CnatrmMan. The committee will come to order. 


We will ask Delegate Farrington to take the stand, please. 

Before the Delegate begins his stateme connecti with the 
nomination of Mr. Samuel Wilder King to become Governor of the 
Territory of Hawaii, whose nomination came to the committee a 
day or two ago from the White House, we are golns to take out a few 
minutes from the hearing on the submerged land ise to handle this 
nomination. The reason for oo is that the legislature in Hawaii 
convened yesterday, and will be in continuous session, and we have 
been requ ested to hasten this re port as much as we could. 


I will ask the Delegate, Mr. Farrineton, to make a statement in 
support of the nomination of Samuel Wilder King. 


STATEMENT OF HON. JOSEPH R. FARRINGTON, DELEGATE IN 
CONGRESS FROM THE TERRITORY OF HAWAII 


Delegate Farrtneron. Mr. Chairman, I am Joseph R. Farrington, 
the Delegate to Congress from Hawaii, and I am appearing te recom 
mend prompt action on the confirmation of Mr. King, who has been 
nominated to be Governor of the Territory of Hawai. I think that 
is especially import int, as you have pointed out, because the legis- 
lature of the Territory was convened yesterday for its regular bien- 
nial session, and they are anxious to have the new Governor qualified 
for very obvious reasons. 

I do not believe it is necessary for me to make an extended state- 
ment about Mr. King, because I think he is personally acquainted with 
every member of this committee, with the possible ext eption of one, 
It is my opinion that he would be the choice of the overwhelming ma- 
jority of the people of Hawaii. The oreat populat ity of that choice 
was attested to on Tuesday night, when he returned home to Hawaii, 
following the announcement Monday of his appointment. He was 


1 





is throng, and with the greatest fenthu ism. 


Hay e| e that Samual Wilder Kine is better 
n the Territory to meet the unique 
‘ Ce i the present time. 

I] flawa Lk eraduated from the United States 
Na Lcademy atter re Ving an appointment from the Delegate 
i] \fter his resignation from the Navy, he was elected to 
f Supervisors of the City and County of Honolulu, and 
s erect Delegate to ¢ oneress, where he served 
Ie } Oa OF 5 years. He served in the Navy adur- 
}) OU Of Wi lel \W il ge inal since 1ts conclusion he has been 
men \ ind called upon re peated] to deal with serious 
ontront r | erritory. He Is equipped in every respect 

( ! trust his confirmation will be very prompt. 
! ( \I L] latest onment, I understand, Mr. Delegate, 

had ! constitutional convention. 

Welegate Fart ON. Yes, he served as chairman of the constitu- 


( \ \ L950, that drafted the constitution of what we 
. oon be the State of Hawaii. 
I] (> l O| the i 


Ilawail Statehood Commission at the 


record that before taking this 
g as cle temporal ly the submerged lands ease, I 


| with the members of the minority as well as the majority 


CiAIRMAN, I ll say for the 


) mitter lit was by unanimous consent that this action 
\ ( il 0 { 
Now, al th y <2 stions that anyone wants to ask Mr. 
| t¢ ) 
“si oO} RRI 1 avree holeheartedly with everything that my 
wood friend, Joe Far oton, said about Mr. King, and I have no 
1 ons to ask. Mr. Chairman. 
= 1 


t iti KUCHEL. | have no questions. 


Phe CuarrMan. Mr. Cordon ? 


‘ r Corpon. Mr. Chairman, I have known Mr. King for a 
imber of vears, and | h ive heen closely associated with him in con- 
ection W h mnvestigatiolr into Hawaiian statehood matters, I have 
conferred with him many, many times here, and I know that in Ha- 
e is probably better loved than any individual in the islands. I 

ms hat | ippol tment will meet with almost universal agree- 
ent in all of the islands. He is a competent man in his own right, 

ind has a background ot experience, and I am sure that it is an 
( electic for the high position of Governor of the Hawaiian 


‘Territory. 
e Cramman. Senator Anderson. 
Senator Anprerson. It was my pleasure to serve in the Congress in 
the Tlouse of Representatives with Sam Wilder King in the 77th Con- 
re The space in the House Office Building was a little crowded, 
and they had to make some new offices up on the fifth floor, with four 
different Representatives moving there. My office was next to the 
office of Sam Wilder Ix ne. ] think that I fot to know him about 
as we 1] "° aln ost anvone in the House of Representatives. If there 
could be a finer selection for Governor of Hawaii than Sam Wilder 
Kine. I do not know who he | think he is thoroughly represent- 





we 


NOMINATION OF SAMUEL WILDER KING 


ative of all of the people. I say that in order to make sure that we 
cover the political parties out there, and I say 1t for { reason, that 
he served in the Congress at a time w hen the Democrats were in co! 
trol of the House, and they naturally had a responsibility for listin: 
the Deleaate alone on the Di moc! iti sre, because if is t vditional to 


list Delegates with the majority party. Ile served in the Congr 


and left the Congress without my finding out that he wasa Republica 
I am happy to say that every contact that l had with him was 
fine as the experience could be with an individ I think he is a1 
extremely qualified person, and he has a lovely family: they ar 
fine folks and thev are Vvood citizens, I am sure. I would b very 
happy to vote for him. 

The Cratmrman. That is a splendid statement from Senator 
Anderson. 

Senator J Ong, did you have ny questions of the Delegate or state 


ment to make? 

Senator Lona. I am in favor of 
and I have not had the opportunity to become as well acquainted 
with him asthe other members of this committee. 

The CuatrmMan. Senator Daniel. 

Senator Danie.. I have no questior a4 

The Cuairman. I think I will request, Mr. Farrington, that you 


file the biographical sketch with the reporter and, if there are no 


his confirmation. Mr. Chairmar 


further questions, we will dismiss Mr. Farrington, but I would like 
to have a motion from someone. 
(The document referred to is as follows:) 


BIOGRAPHICAL DATA ON SA) L WI KI 

Samuel Wilder King. a candidate for the Presidenti: ppointment to 
ernorship of Hawaii, has long and ith distinction served his country, h 
community, and his party 

As a naval officer he saw service thi | vi lwa As a pul ficial 
he was elected and reelected to fo successtive tel s as Delegate to Congress 
from Hawaii. As a veteran Republican Party mber and official, he served his 
party in capacities ranging from precinct club worker to central co { 
chairman 

Samuel Wilder King is a native son of Hawai He was born in Honolulu on 
December 17, 1886. He attended St. Louis School, the old Fort Street School, and 


Honolulu High School, now MeKinlev High School 

He was appointed to the United States Naval Academy by Delegate Jonah 
Kuhio Kalanianaole in June 1905. He graduated in 191 

He married Pauline Evans, of Honolulu, on March 18, 1912. Two daughters 


and three sons were born of this marriage 


AMILY DA 


His father was Capt. James A. King, who came to Hawaii in the 1860's to 
become a pioneer in the interisland shipping industry. Later, from 1893 to LS9S 
James A. King served as Minister of the Interior in the then Republic of Hawa 

His mother was Charlotte Holme Davis King, the ¢ ndant of a distin 
guished part-Hawaiian family founded by her great grandfather, Oliver Holmes, 
who came from Plymouth, Mass., and settled on Oahu in 1795 Olive Holmes 
married Mahi, the daughter of a high chief of the island of Oahu, and, for a 
brief period, under Kamehameha I, served as govern ‘ hat island 

Al th RD 
Upon his graduation from Annapolis, Samuel Wilder King served for 2 years 


with the Pacific Fleet as a junior watch officer aboard the o'd I S S. Sout) 
Dakota. The next 4% vears, from 1912 to 1916, were spent with the Asiatic Fleet 


as watch officer on U. S. S. Cincinnati; executive officer of U. S. S. Villalobos: 








} NOMINATION OF SAMUEL WILDER KIN¢ 





‘ gl e | Ss. S Phe ter 
\ R Pati ere e served f 
| } ] head on U. S.S. St. Le s, on escort duty 
Tawi ‘e ; troy ind eoes to Frat and England 
a: oa iry P. Je \ t i l hin I m 
rd Kurope ‘ and iter, in 
I l 1G ers during th 
| nd 1 irned he 14th Naval D 
! na ile of W he he Navy 
l pedaitl ot 10 } i} the Stal 
I] \ \I i to Wake I] ( nd the 1s i 
I i ~ el W | 1 
] } ! } Reg ir Na comn lion, reinaining 
il R l ite i ndet md 
TT 
\ \ \ pul dl « service 
I Mr. K | n inated erm as Republica 
] ( PS II ( \ on he campaien Lt the primary eile 
{ Vv, ret ) \ \ ( { i¢ f oo witl he rai 
I ( ‘ al i ead a r ol ul n the 
I WA I Ct ) 

Cor r | he served on th taff of the commanding 
ve D> \ hat sec r was still in the front line Lik 
hie ‘ } mad } ( vince es eyoud Funafuti in preparation fo. 
| j rie cupatiol Hle s ved brietly at Majuro Island in the 

t k on Eniwet \ where he re 
Lite he \ nh « d of the port 
1 rel 1 ad I I to heceome com 
1 ! Ge il Jarmayr land com der 
I IK \ e( Cite L, i \i l a 
} Uy N Reserve Ile stood 
Dol f debarkatior overall port directo. 
IX Mu and Ile remained on ac e duty volu 
erve 1M re t Wakanoura, Japan, the port of debarkation 
Six \ \ h servet the occupation force for Osaka, Kobe, Kyoto, 
[ { l to] home in Honolulu in December 1945, and was retired with 
t | ‘ Februar 146 
( IC RECORD 
\ i civilian between two World Wars, Samuel Wilder King found time t 
ce te to ma civic interests One of these stemmed from the conviction that 
if t} litical party system were to persevere and prosper it must be nourished 
oots, the precinet club. Sam King for 30 years has been a member and 
ictive worl n his, the first precinct, Fifth Election District 
With his military record, it was natural that the welfare and affairs of vet- 
erans should compel his time and personal interest. His membership in the 


Veterans of Foreign Wars dates back 30 years. He is a past department com 


\s a member of the American Legion, he is a charter member of Honolulu 
Post, No. 1, and a past department vice commander 

He is a member of the Honolulu Realty Board and has served that body as 
pres dent 

He is a member and past president of the Hawaiian Civic Club; member, Alii 
Chapter, Hui Kamehameha, a Hawaiian fraternal organization; and membe! 
and past president, Hawaiian Historical Society 


PUBLIC RECORD 


Samuel Wilder King’s record of service in varied appointive and elective posi- 
tions continues as an impressive and notable one 

Iie was a member and executive secretary of the Territorial entertainment 
committee to receive and entertain the United States Fleet on its first visit toa 
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He was named to the Territorial tax commission that reorganized the tax 
system and established the taxation maps bureau to simplify identification of 
real property 

In April 1932 he was appointed to fill a vacancy on the Board of Supervisors 
of the City and County of Honolulu 

He ran for election as supervisor at the 1932 election and was 1 of 2 
Republican members to survive the Democratic “landslide” of that year. 

Gov. Lawrence M. Judd named him as one of the three home-rule commis 
sioners who proceeded to Washington to oppose the passage of the Rankin bill, 
which would have removed residential requirements for appointment of the 
Territorial governor, secretary, and justices and judges of the Territorial courts, 
thus paving the way for “carpetbag” appointments The commission was suc- 
cessful in its mission; it convinced the administration that the legislation was 
both unnecessary and repugnant to the principle of home rule and it was with- 
drawn from consideration 

{n 1934 Sam King ran for Delegate to Congress against the Democratic incum- 
bent and won the election 

He was reelected in 1936, 1938, and 1940. In 1942, in the primary election for 
Delegate, Mr. King received 314 votes to 1 for his Democratic opponent It was 
at this point that he made his decision to give up his congressional seat to return 
to active duty with the Navy. Upon his return to civil life, in 1946, as a member 
of the Governor's emergency housing committee, he aided in the deve lopment 


of a program that greatly relieved the acute housing shortage 


Long a leader, in Congress and in private life, in the Hawaii statehood 
movement, Mr. King has served as a member of the Hawaii Statehood Commis 
sion since its creation in 1947, and as its chairman since 1949 

Kor 1 vear he served as chairman of the Hawaiian Homes Commission, 
a Territorial agency for the settlement of Hiwaiians on public lands. During 


his tenure there was wo 


pastoral project on the is 


ked out a major program for the development of a 
and of Hawaii. 


Sam King has been an active Republican Party worker for three decades 


For one of these he functioned at the precinet-club Il an ideal trainin 
site for one who was to devote so much of his. life to party organization and 
elective public service He rose steadily in the party councils as shown by 


the successive party posts he held 
In 1954, before becoming a candidate for Delegate to Congress, he had served 


as chairman of the Republican Territorial Central Committee He had served as 
chairman of the Republican Pre-Convention Platform Committee and of the 
convention resolutions and platform committee on sever: ccasions 


He was chairman of the 1948 Ropublican Territorial Central Convention and 
keynote speaker of the 1950 convention 

He was a delegate to the Republican National Convent s of 1936, 1940, 1248 
and 1! 


1952. 
The constitutional convention, authorized by the Territorial le 





serving as chairman of the delegations fro Hlawaii in 1940 and 


I gislature to 
frame a State constitution for Hawaii with 63 elected d ates, gave Mr. King 
an opportunity for further distinguished service to his homeland 

He was the only constitutional convention delegate running at large on Oahu 
elected outright at the primary When the assem convened for its historic 
purpose, Mr. King became the unanimous choice of the delegates for president 


of the constitutional convention. 
It is worthy of note that the majority report of the United States Senate 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, in discuss 
said: 
“The committee feels that this constitution speaks for itself * 


example of the political maturity of the people of Hawaii 


ng the State e nstitution, 
as an 


Senator Lone. I move Mr. King be confirmed. 

Senator Kucnen. Seconded. 

The Cu \IRMAN. The motion is made and seconded that the nomina 
tion be reported favorably to the Senate. 





KING 


present that Mr. Smathers is on 
rs who are not present 


from the report W ill 


. dreorge W. Malone, Arthi 
«. Murray, and George A, 


1) Vv ce red the record 


vote of the committee unant 

Mir. Samuel Wilder Kine, of 
Perritory of Hawai.) 

he committee proceeded to considera 


it 








